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Computer Cat Activity Pack 
 
 

11 cross-curricular activities including: 

Fine Arts: music, visual art, drama, dance 

Language Arts 

Math 

Science 

Technology 

 
Printable student pages 
 
Song lyrics 

 
Vocal Score 
 

 

 

 
Computer Cat - Music and Lyrics  

by Donna Rhodenizer 

 

 
 
 

 

 

This song is also included in the following resources: 

Computer Cat CD – Donna & Andy 

Computer Cat single-song print music download (vocal score and accompaniment) 

Computer Cat Song collection – printed or e-book 

12 songs, vocal pages, accompaniments 

Computer Cat Teacher’s Resource – printed or e-book 

All items in the song collection PLUS activities for each song, 

music teaching strategies, composer anecdotes and more! 
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Activity 
#
1 (Fine Arts: Music) 

Introduce the song 
 

Engage the students in a short discussion. 
 Who has a pet? 
 What kind of pet do you have? 
 Has it ever done anything unusual? 
Listen to the first verse of Computer Cat. 
Stop the track before the chorus and ask one or two students to guess what might have  

happened that was really bad. 
Listen to the chorus to see if anyone guessed what the composer wrote in the song. 
Use the lyrics sheet or the vocal score to read the words for the next verse. 

What two tasks are very difficult because of this situation? It is hard to get Kitty to   

 lie down and rest, and it is harder still to push the cat around on the desk. 

Listen to the third verse to find out if the situation gets resolved. No, it doesn’t. 

On another day listen to the song and count how many times one can hear the cat 
meowing. There are 12 times including the double meow in one spot. It is really Andy! 

Sing the song with the performance track until the students feel comfortable singing on their 
own, then use the instrumental accompaniment track. 

 

Preparation / supplies: Performance track 
 Instrumental accompaniment track  
 Lyrics sheet or vocal score 
 

 

Activity 
#
2 (Fine Arts: Music) 

Directed listening 
 

Listen to the performance track for the answers to the following questions. 
 What unusual thing does the cat do in this song? She eats the computer mouse. 

How does the family have to change their usual routine now that the cat has eaten 
the computer mouse? They use a cat instead of a mouse when using the computer. 

Listen to the second verse. 
 Does the cat come when she is called? No. 
 Does the cat like the family trying to use her and the mouse at the same time? NO! 

 Is it easy to get Kitty to lie down and be pushed around on the desk? No, it is hard. 
Listen to the third verse. 

Why is it inconvenient for the family to point and click the mouse? It’s difficult to point  

 and click through all of that fur. 

 There is another part of the computer that has a name that sounds like an animal. 
  What is it? the RAM – random access memory 

Do you know what a ram is? It is a male sheep. It is one thing for the cat to swallow something  

 small like a mouse, but imagine the cat eating something as large as a sheep! 

 What instruments do you hear? keyboard, banjo, bass, percussion, and acoustic guitar 

 

Preparation / supplies: Performance track 
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Activity 
#
3 (Language Arts, Fine Arts: Visual Art, Music, Drama, Dance) 

Explore the arts 
 

Write a story about how the cat might have eaten the computer mouse. 
What could be worse than a cat eating the computer mouse? 

Write a poem or story about it. 
Make up a short play about the event. 
Draw a picture to illustrate your story or poem. 

Use your writing ideas to create a class picture storybook. 
Share your book with another class. 

Add your own verses to Computer Cat. 
 What else could happen to the cat and the computer? 
Write a song telling how the family fixed their computer cat. 
Create a dance, using movement to mime the story you have created in your song. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Art supplies 
 Writing supplies 
 

 

Activity 
#
4 (Language Arts, Technology) 

Technology time 
 

What are some of the things you can do using a computer? 
Where are computers made? 
What are some of the different companies that design and create computers? 
When were computers first used? 
What are some of the businesses and occupations that use computers today? 
How has the use of computers changed television and filmmaking? 
Keep track of all things you do in a day that involve using computer technology. 
Apply all the above questions to other digital technology. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Access to the Internet 
 

 

Activity 
#
5 (Math, Language Arts) 

Calculate this! 
 

Prepare a survey to ask the following questions.  
How many students have a cat? 

 How many students have a computer? 
 How many students have both? 
Create a graph showing the results of your survey. 
Repeat this activity developing your own survey. 
Graph your results. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Create a survey 
 Materials to create a graph 
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Activity 
#
6 (Fine Arts: Music) 

Be a performer 
 

Sing other songs about cats: 
Don Gato (traditional) 
Barnyard Song (I had a Cat) (traditional) 
The Waltzing Cat (Leroy Anderson) 
The Cat Came Back (traditional) 
Scat Cat (Mira and Michael Coghlan) 
Cool Bob (Donna Rhodenizer) from Dinosaurs, Dragons and Me song collection 

Sing other songs about mice: 
The Tailor and the Mouse (traditional) 
Three Blind Mice (traditional) 
Hickory Dickory Dock (traditional) 

 

Preparation / supplies: Lyrics for cat and /or mice songs you wish to use 
 
 

Activity 
#
7 (Language Arts) 

A blast from the past – vocabulary fun 
 

Discuss how our vocabulary has changed with the evolution of computer technology. 
Can you think of things we say every day, that didn’t even exist before computers were  

invented? (e.g. mouse pad, scroll, double click, etc.) 
Do the computer technology vocabulary worksheet (provided). 
Write the real computer definitions for each word. 
The teacher should read the list of technology terms to the students before they attempt to  

match the terms with the definitions. 
Choose other computer technology words and their definitions to create a new worksheet. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Computer technology vocabulary worksheet 
 Teacher’s Answer Key 
 
 

Activity 
#
8 (Science, Fine Arts: Visual Art) 

Be a research scientist 
 

Do cats really have nine lives? Why do people say that? 
Find out about different kinds of cats. 
Research the “big” cats of the animal kingdom: lions, tigers, panthers, cheetahs, etc. 

Where do they live?  
What do they eat? 

Why can cats see in the dark?  
How are cat’s eyes different from human eyes? 

Create a poster or computer-generated visual presentation to show what you have learned. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Access to library or Internet / computer 
 Supplies for poster making 

Worksheet 
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Activity 
#
9 (Technology, Language Arts, Fine Arts: Visual Art) 

Create a cartoon 
 

Create a cartoon showing the story of Computer Cat. 
Choose a method to create your cartoon e.g. a computer program, pencil and paper, etc. 
Create your cartoon to follow the storyline of the song. 
Create your cartoon with an alternate ending to the song. 
Show your cartoon to someone in your class, your book buddy, or post it on a website. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Digital technology capable of creating cartoons 
 Graphic organizer for idea development 
 Art supplies for manual cartoon creation 
 

 

Activity 
#
10 (Language Arts) 

Read a cat story 
 

Read two amusing stories about a cat that caused great problems for two children. 
 

Preparation / supplies: The Cat in the Hat (Dr. Seuss) 
 The Cat in the Hat Comes Back (Dr. Seuss) 
 

 

Activity 
#
11 (Math, Language Arts, Fine Arts: Visual Art) 

Cat and mouse math 
 

Colour /decorate the Cat and Mouse game board provided, or create your own. 
Paste the game board to a piece of Bristol board.  
Use the math word problems provided to play the game. 
Create your own math word problems. You need a minimum of 22 problems.  
Play the cat and mouse math game with two or more players. 
 

Preparation / supplies: Cat and Mouse Game board  
 Sample math word problems  
 Bristol board and glue 
 
 

Composer’s Anecdote - Computer Cat 
 

I remember when a computer was so large it used up an entire room. That really wasn’t so long ago. Now many 
classrooms have several computers in one room and there is still lots of space left over for students, desks and even 
the teacher. I use a computer a lot in printing my books and music. It is now possible for me to plug my midi 
keyboard into the computer, play a song, and have the right notes appear on the computer screen. I still have to 
make sure the notes going in are the right ones, but it is a lot faster than writing every note using pen and paper. 
 

As I was working at my computer one day, my son asked me what would happen if the cat ate the mouse for the 
computer. Instead of telling him my answer, I wrote him the song Computer Cat. I had a lot of fun imagining that 
poor cat in all sorts of situations with the mouse inside her belly while we were trying to use the computer. 

Worksheet 
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Computer Technology Vocabulary 
 

Computer words used to mean other things.  
Match the computer vocabulary words to the definitions of what they used to mean. 
 
 
 1. Pad             a male sheep 

 2. Net             what rock musicians call a musical performance 

 3. Virus            something in which to catch fish 

 4. Click             a snack that goes well with milk 

 5. Mouse            something to eat with dip while watching a movie 

 6. Hard drive            this makes you sick 

 7. Keyboard            a small furry rodent 

 8. Frozen            you could use this to shape your fingernails 

 9. Scroll            this was a name for an apartment in the 1960’s 

10. Tweet            the best way to keep popsicles 

11. RAM            something you use when passing in a project  

12. Gig             a pleasant beach activity 

13. Cache            a musical instrument like a piano 

14. Folder            a bird might make this sound 

15. File             a type of store where you can buy paint, nails, etc. 

16. Surf            a difficult journey in a vehicle 

17. Cookies            the sound your dog’s toenails make on a hard floor   

18. Monitor            an ancient parchment 

19. Chip            someone whose job it is to watch things 

20. Hardware            sounds like something you can get at the bank 



Activity #7  Computer Cat Teacher’s answer key 
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Computer Technology Vocabulary 
 
 

Computer words used to mean other things. Match the computer vocabulary words to 
the definitions of what they used to mean. 
 

 1. Pad      11    a male sheep 
 
 2. Net      12    what rock musicians call a musical performance 
 
 3. Virus       2     something in which to catch fish 
 
 4. Click      17    a snack that goes well with milk 
 
 5. Mouse      19    something to eat with dip while watching a movie 
 
 6. Hard drive       3     this makes you sick 
 
 7. Keyboard       5     a small furry rodent 
 
 8. Frozen      15   you could use this to shape your fingernails 
 
 9. Scroll       1     this was a name for an apartment in the 1960’s 
 
10. Tweet        8     the best way to keep popsicles 
 
11. RAM      14   something you use when passing in a project  
 
12. Gig       16     a pleasant beach activity 
 
13. Cache       7    a musical instrument like a piano 
 
14. Folder      10     a bird might make this sound 
 
15. File       20     a type of store where you can buy paint, nails, etc. 
 
16. Surf       6     a difficult journey in a vehicle 
 
17. Cookies       4    the sound your dog’s toenails make on a hard floor 
 
18. Monitor       9     an ancient parchment 
 
19. Chip      18    someone whose job it is to watch things 
 
20. Hardware       13    sounds like something you can get at the bank 
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Cat and Mouse Math Game Instructions and Sample Word Problems 
 

Instructions 
 
This is a game for two players, or two teams of players. 
Use 2 playing pieces. 
Decide who is the cat and who is the mouse. 
See who gets to the finish line first, the cat or the mouse. 
 
You need to correctly answer math word problems to move your game piece. 
Move two spaces for every correct answer. 
Move one space if you take a second try to get the correct answer. 
 
Option: Use a die to roll the number of spaces you may move for each correct answer. 
 

 

Sample word problems: 
 
 1. The cat ate three mice for breakfast and two more mice for lunch.  
 How many mice did the cat eat in total? 
 
 2. If the mouse hid in an old shoe, then hid in the toy box and then ran under a chair to hide,  
 how many places did the mouse hide? 
 
 3. If the mouse invited six friends over to play, and each mouse friend brought two 
 games to play, how many games do the mice have to play? 
 
 4. The cat has caught four mice. She has invited a friend over to visit. She wants to share 
 her mice. How many mice will each cat get if they divide them evenly? 
 
 5. The cat swallowed 3 computer mice on Tuesday and 3 computer mice on Thursday. 
 How many computer mice did the cat swallow in total? 
 
 6. There are four people who like to use the computer. How many hands will touch the 
 computer keyboard if all four people use both hands when they type? 
 
 7. The real mouse must not get caught by the cat. If the cat can search a hiding place in  
 five minutes, how many minutes will it take the cat to look in 3 hiding places? 
 
 8. If the computer is 5 blocks away and the cat can run one block in one minute,  
 how many minutes will it take the cat to get to the computer? 
 
 9. The cat has 5 toes on each foot. How many toes does she have all together? 
 
10. If the cat meows 2 times every time you click the mouse and you click the mouse 4 times, 
 how many times will the cat meow?  
 
11. The cat can catch four mice a day. There are 12 mice. 
 How many days will it take the cat to catch all the mice? 
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Cat and Mouse Math Game Instructions and Sample Word Problems 

 

(Sample word problems continued) 
 
12. The cat eats 2 cups of cat food each day. The food bag has 20 cups of food in it. 
 How many days will it take the cat to eat all the food in the bag? 
 
13. The cat sheds enough hair each day to fill a vacuum cleaner bag.  
 How many bags of cat hair will be collected in one week? 
 
14. The mouse invites 5 friends to visit. It is raining and all the mice wear rubber boots. 
 How many wet boots will there be when the friends arrive? 
 
15. Before swallowing the computer mouse, the cat weighed 20 pounds. After swallowing the 
 computer mouse she weighs 25 pounds. How much does the computer mouse weigh? 
 
16. Five mice each tell two friends to stay away from the cat. 
 How many mice in total know to stay away from the cat? 
 
17. There are nine mice. They want to leave their house and there are three exits. 
 If they leave in groups of equal numbers, how many mice will go out each exit? 
 
18. How many cats would be needed to watch eight mice if each cat could watch two mice? 
 
19. There are six cats in the house. Each cat wants to sit by the computer. 
 There are three computers in the house. How many cats will sit by each computer? 
 
20. The mouse runs by the cat’s basket three times an hour. 
 How many times does the mouse run by the cat’s basket in three hours? 
 
21. The cat can type two letters in one hour on the computer.  
 How many letters will she type in four hours? 
 
22. The cat and the mouse played this math game together four times.  
 The cat lost 3 games. How many games did the mouse win? (This is a tricky question!) 
 
Create more math word problems of your own for the game. 

 

Extension activity: create illustrations for the word problems you have solved. 
 
 

Answers: 
 

1. (3 + 2 = 5)    7. (5 x 3= 15)  13. (1 x 7 = 7)   19. (6 ÷ 3 = 2) 
2. (1 + 1 + 1 = 3)   8. (5 x 1 = 5)  14. (5 x 4 feet = 20 boots) 20. (3 x 3 = 9) 
3. (6 x 2 = 12)    9. (5 x 4 = 20)  15. (25 - 20 = 5)  21. (2 x 4 = 8) 
4. (4 ÷ 2 = 2)  10. (2 x 4 = 8)  16. (5 x 2 = 10)   22. (3) 
5. (3 + 3 = 6)  11. (12 ÷ 4 = 3) 17. (9 ÷ 3 = 3) 
6. (4 x 2 = 8)  12. (20 ÷ 2 = 10) 18. (8 ÷ 2 = 4) 



   

 

 

Computer Cat 
 
 

 

I was using my computer the other day. 
I was using my computer in the usual way, 
With my hand on the mouse and the mouse on the pad; 
Then something happened, something that was really bad. 
 

Chorus: 

My cat ate the mouse,  
but it’s more complicated than that. 

Now I can’t use my mouse, unless I also use my cat. 
Now when we want to play computer games 
We all use a cat, where ordinary people use a mouse.  
 

I must call, “Kitty, Kitty,” and hope she will come, 
And using my computer is no longer fun. 
It is hard to get Kitty to lie down and rest 
And it is harder still, to push the cat around on the desk.  
 

Chorus 
 

It is highly inconvenient for us and for her,  
And it’s difficult to point and click through all of that fur. 
All the same I must say how thankful I am 
That she didn’t try for bigger prey and swallow the ‘RAM’! 
 

My cat ate the mouse,  
but it’s more complicated than that. 

Now I can’t use my mouse, unless I also use my cat. 
Now when we want to play computer games 

it’s different at our house. 
We all use a cat, we all use a cat, we all use a cat, 

where ordinary people use a mouse.  
  

 
 
 

Words and music by Donna Rhodenizer 

© Copyright 1995, 2020 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing 

ISMN 979-0-53009-0-001-5 

Original publication: Computer Cat song collection © RCP 
 

 
 

 

Performance and accompaniment tracks available in digital or CD format 
Print music available as single song download or included in Song Collection  

www.redcastlepublishing.com 
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Performance and accompaniment 
tracks available in digital or CD format
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'RAM'! }My cat ate the mouse, but it's more com pli- cat- ed- than that.


Now I can't use my mouse, un less- I al so- use my cat.
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