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by Donna Rhodenizer 
 

Using Clap and Clang as a guide, create your own version of this story. 

                                    Sound Exploration 

Select 5 or 6 students 

• Ask the selected students what sounds they like to make. 

• Students may choose to make sounds using instruments, their 

bodies, or found sounds (non-music objects used to create sounds). 

• Decide what words describe the sounds that each student chose 

to make.  

• Tell the story using each child’s name and the sound they like  

to make.  

• Have each child add their sound as part of the story.  

• Include small groups of students making the sound along with 

the selected students.  

Repeat the story with other selected students choosing the sounds to include.  

 

Create a  book with photos of the students with their 

instrument or making their special sound.  

- Your class book may be digital or printed. 

- Share your book with another class.  

 

Sound Vocabulary 

Discuss other words that can be used to describe sounds (in addition to snap, clap, tap, clang, 

bang and twang). e.g., bop, swoosh, stamp, shimmer, crunch, shake, rattle, squeak, gurgle, etc.  

Make a chart of these words and post them in the music room for reference when discussing 

sounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clap and Clang 

Extension Activities

squeak

Images: clapping hands, xylophone, book 

http://www.donnaandandy.com/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/clapping-hands-hands-sound-clap-293987/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/xylophone-sticcado-music-instrument-308024/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MeAndAmelieDesign
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Other Musical Elements 

Discuss the musical elements: vibration, timbre, texture, and dynamics. 

Vibration is what creates the sound we hear.  

Explore how different instruments vibrate in different ways.  

• What instrument sound lasts longer? 

• What instrument has short, percussive sounds? 

Timbre (how an instrument sounds) is affected by the material used to create an instrument 

and the size of that instrument. Texture is the way the instruments interact with each other.  

• Listen to a brass instrument compared to a woodwind instrument. They will sound 

different because of the different materials used to build those instruments. 

• Listen to a violin compared to a double bass. They are made from the same materials, 

but because of their size differences, a  violin has a different timbre than a double bass.  

Explore vibration and timbre 

• Play a triangle using a variety of beaters: wood, plastic, yarn-wrapped mallet head, felt, 

etc. 

• Which sounds are louder/softer? Which sounds last longer? Which sounds are short?   

• Experiment with different types of beaters/mallets when playing other instruments such 

as cymbals, xylophones, drums and wood blocks.  

Dynamics are the intensity of the sound (loud or soft/quiet). Adding loud and soft sounds to 

music helps create expressive performances and add to the mood of the song.  

Choices made about timbre, texture and dynamics change how the music sounds. 

Simple texture/timbre activity 

Select several classroom instruments with varied sounds e.g., finger cymbal, drum, egg shaker, 

rhythm sticks.  

Play each instrument and discuss their timbre; how they sound the same and how they sound 

different. Include vocabulary such as loud, soft, long (ringing), short, hard/brittle, gentle, etc.  

Have students move around the room. Be sure to designate/demonstrate a stop signal.  

Keep a steady  beat using one of the instruments while students move around the room. Have 

them try to move in a way that matches the sound they are hearing.   

Change the instrument and/or the dynamic of the instrument. Students should change their 

movement for each change in timbre that is initiated.  

Have a student play the instrument(s) to create the sounds for the moving students.  

http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Rain Circle 

Create a rain circle with your students. This is an excellent way to 

explore sound, timbre and dynamics.  

For a detailed explanation of how to create a rain circle, watch the 

video: Rain Songs, stories and activities for young singers 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_THE-yewl6U    

 

 

For upper elementary students 

Dark Night Sky / Ghost of John Soundscape 

A soundscape activity for upper elementary students is the song Ghost of John or the non-

Halloween adaptation Dark Night Sky. This activity uses melodic and rhythmic ostinati that are 

cumulatively added to the song creating a lovely textured accompaniment.  

Dark Night Sky  https://donnaandandy.com/product/dark-night-sky-by-donna-rhodenizer/  

(Includes lyrics for Ghost of John) 

 

Video Tutorial: Dark Night Sky – Music Activity for Grades 5-6  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtVxetyy0hQ   

 

Video Tutorial: Ghost of John – Ostinato and Soundscape Activity for Grades 3-6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpQjXogFG0   

  

  

 

 

http://www.donnaandandy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_THE-yewl6U
https://donnaandandy.com/product/dark-night-sky-by-donna-rhodenizer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtVxetyy0hQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpQjXogFG0

