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by Donna Rhodenizer 

 
 
- Watch the video 

- Enjoy “It’s Raining Cats and Dogs” using the  
   printed music, lyrics, teaching strategies, 
 printable teaching aids, and audio tracks 
- Use suggestions provided for movement and     
 singing restricted classes 

   - Print this PDF download to use as a reference  
 
 
 

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
Donna has been writing songs for young elementary-aged singers since the 1980s, with over 400 
songs in her catalogue! She is intrigued by the world around her and delights in sharing her 
unique perspective writing songs that are catchy and capture the imagination of young singers. 
The playfulness of her lyrics and musical stylings make her songs favourites with elementary 
students and young vocal students the solid musical value of her writing makes her songs popular 
with music educators in elementary classrooms and private vocal studios. 

 

The PDF for It’s Raining Cats and Dogs is located at this link: 
https://donnaandandy.com/its-raining-cats-and-dogs/ 

 

Visit Donna’s Facebook page: Elementary Music with Donna to view over 400 videos on 
teaching strategies, repertoire suggestions, concert planning and more. 

 

For Donna’s original songs and classroom activities, go to: 
www.donnaandandy.com 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
https://donnaandandy.com/its-raining-cats-and-dogs/
https://www.facebook.com/ElementaryMusicWithDonna/videos/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Fun Concert Repertoire  

It’s Raining Cats and Dogs is a fun concert song for 

younger students. Add actions to the song to help students 

remember the lyrics and to create visual interest in the concert 

setting. Students love being able to “meow and woof” the lyrics 

of the second verse. Soloists may also be assigned the meow 

and woof sections to show off their “theatrical talents”.  

 

Expressive Singing 

Follow the markings in “It’s Raining Cats and Dogs” and sing expressively. 

The mood of this song is optimistic. The singer is hoping to find lots of cats and 

 dogs AND be able to keep the ones that are collected!  

Many instructions in music scores are written in Italian and German. These are 

 standard music terms used in music created by composers around the world 

 regardless of the language they normally speak. 

Students will need to understand the following Italian instructions:  
molto rit. – slowing down a lot (molto = much) 
rit. – gradually slow down 
a tempo – back to the original tempo (at tempo) 
Fermata      – hold or pause. The length of the pause is up to the 
performer, but a standard length for the hold is twice the value of the 
note with the fermata. (You may discuss how a “pause” in a song about 
dogs and cats with “paws” is a funny play on words!) 

 
Encourage solo singers to add some theatrical flair in bar 25, 

where you see the instruction to “sigh” during the rest (use 

the extra quarter beat created by the fermata). This can be a 

tired or loving sigh, or any emotion you wish to convey; or it 

can even be a theatrical “meow” or “woof”. The singer may 

add their own interpretation as they wish.  

For fun, sing the whole song using  only “woof” or “meow” 
and/or use a variety of  woof/meow combinations. 

 

 

 

Meow! 

 

 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Props and Presentation 

Students may wish to add some props to add some visual interest to their 

performance. Some suggestions are:  

• Hold an empty box while singing, or place it on the 
 floor as a visual prop.  

• Hold a toy dog or cat during the performance.  
 (A prop can also be a helpful “security item” for a 
 shy singer to hold onto for support  if they are 
 nervous about performing.) 

• Use face paint to create dog and cat faces for your group performance. 

• Add a few colourful umbrellas for a “splash” of colour.  

 
Add actions to the song to enhance the concert or recital presentation. A list of 
suggested actions is included on page 10 of this PDF document.  
 

Music extensions 
Keeping the Beat 

After singing “It’s Raining Cats and Dogs” take some time to explore, reinforce 

and practice rhythm patterns in the music classroom or vocal studio. 

• Keep a steady beat as you sing the song. What happens in the rit. and 

fermata bars? You will notice the steady beat has to change to follow the 

markings written in the score. If you find the changes in the tempo are too 

difficult to follow you may need to stop on the word “lots” (in bar 25) and 

resume on the word “rainy” (in bar 31). 

• Try conducting the song. Conducting (or directing) is like keeping the beat 

but without making any sound. A choir director helps the singing group stay 

together when the choir follows the beat pattern they can see. This would 

be particularly important in a song like “It’s Raining Cats and Dogs” when 

the music slows down and speeds up.  

• A solo singer has more freedom to 

interpret the song than singers who 

must stay together in a group.  
 

  

 

 

Woo-oo-oof SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Composing with Rhythm Elements 

Children love to be composers! Give students the opportunity to manipulate what 

they know, internalize their understanding, and feel ownership of the process. 

• Clap, tap or say the rhythms for the whole song. You will 

notice that “It’s Raining Cats and Dogs” is written using only 

quarter notes and  rests, eighth notes and half notes.  

      (ta, titi, too)  

Create an 8-card set of cat and dog rhythm element cards for  
each student (or enlarge the images and create a class set for 

group work). (printable rhythm element cards, pp. 11-12) 

• Students choose 4 cards to create a 4-beat rhythm pattern. 

• Have each child clap, tap or say their rhythm pattern. 

• Say the rhythms using rhythm syllables (ta, titi, rest) or have 

fun and read the rhythms saying dog, cat, kitten, puppy, sh, 

meow and woof. 

• Insert the meow and woof card sound effects even when 

reading using rhythm syllables or animal names.  

There are many ways to explore the rhythms students have created: 

- Who has created the same rhythm? 
- How many different rhythms have been created? 
- Did anyone create a rhythm without including a rest? 
- Who started their rhythm using a ta? 
- Who ended their rhythm with a rest? 

Combine 4-beat patterns to create longer rhythm sequences.  

• Write each rhythm pattern in stick notation so everyone can see the rhythms 

• Write each rhythm pattern in stick notation so 

everyone can see the rhythms and read them 

together as a group.  

• Combine ALL the rhythms into one long song! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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More Rhythm Fun 

Divide the students into two groups and have each group read a different 4-beat 

rhythm. 

• Alternate between the two rhythms (like call and response).  

Combine rhythm patterns to create an interesting texture. 

 Have each group say their rhythm four times.  

• Say both rhythms starting at the same time.  

• Say the rhythms in a round (canon). Decide how many repetitions of the 
rhythm you will use for your round (three or four times works best). 

You may combine any two rhythm patterns, but some will work better than  

others. Below is a combination that works well together.  
 

Group 1 

 

 

 

Group 2 

 
 

Enjoy hearing when the sounds match up and when the sounds create interesting 
rhythmic combinations and accents. This is fantastic for developing independence 
of parts and preparing for two-part/harmony singing. 

Simple Pencil and Paper Rhythm Writing 

Each child can create their own 4-beat rhythm pattern on a piece of paper to hold 
 up for the rest of the class to see and to read (also works online). 
“Sing” the whole song using only “woof” or “meow”.  Use a variety of 
 woof/meow combinations. 

Manipulatives to create for group work 

• Cut a strip of card stock and attach four evenly spaced Velcro tabs. 
 Glue a Velcro tab on the back of each rhythm element card.  
 Easily change the rhythm element cards to create different rhythm combinations. 

• Glue the rhythm element cards on card stock strips to create a class set of 
permanent four-beat rhythm pattern flash cards.  

 

   
 

    

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Hold up a dog or cat card and have the singers switch the sound they are 
 singing to match the card they see.  

Use rhythm pattern sequences in a variety of ways: 

✓ One student after another 

✓ Find all the patterns that are the same   

✓ Mix and match rhythm patterns to create a composition 

✓ Perform rhythm patterns by clapping, tapping, saying or using instruments. 

✓ Call and response  

 

Call and Response 

Call and response is a great way to practice and reinforce the rhythm patterns 

that have been created. Call and response can be done in a variety of ways.  

Begin learning the feel of call and response by having the students 

simply echo a 4-beat pattern clapped or played by the teacher on a 

non-pitched classroom instrument. The teacher will create a new 

pattern for each student.  
 

Call and Response Conversations 

Students will be able to participate in call and response conversations with 

different skill levels, depending on whether it is a rhythm pattern they are reading 

or if they are creating it by ear.  
 

Clapping rhythm patterns that are being read will necessitate use of simple 

rhythm combinations for younger students (quarter notes and rests) and can 

increase in complexity with older students by adding other elements that have 

been made conscious in music class activities. I would recommend initial attempts 

at creating call and response conversations begin with simple elements, even with 

older students. Work your way up into the more complex patterns as the students 

gain skill and confidence.  
 

Creating rhythms by ear will generate rhythms that are more sophisticated, with 

the potential to add syncopation, rests, dotted note combinations and note 

values that are well beyond simple quarter and eighth notes.  
 

  

 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/


7 
 

 
                         © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer/Red Castle Publishing 

www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com   www.donnaandandy.com  

 

  

Creating a Call and Response Conversation  

Create a Call and response “conversation” with your students. 

• Clap a 4-beat rhythm pattern and have each student 

answer with their own 4-beat rhythm pattern.  

• Continue to alternate between the teacher and each 

student until everyone has had a part in creating the musical conversation.  

Hint: Teacher, keep a steady beat (tapping toe) to keep the responses on track. 

Hint #2: Provide the students with one or two simple “go to” patterns they can 

use if they cannot think of their own pattern when it is their turn. This keeps 

the conversation going and helps everyone contribute in a positive fashion.  

 

Call and Response Conversations Using Flash Cards 

Begin practicing reading flash cards as a class and insert four beats of rest 

between each flash card. As I move the old card away, I say “one, two, ready, 

go”  during the four beats of rest before the next 4-beat pattern to assist with 

the timing.  

Use flash cards with the teacher giving a simple call and the students reading the 

response from a flash card.  

• Place the flash cards on a music stand.   

• Tap your “call” rhythm on a non-pitched percussion instrument, and use 

your free hand to turn the flash card to the next rhythm.  

 Call: (Teacher)         |   |    |   |          Response: Student #1 reading a flash card 

 Call:        |         |                    Response: Student #2 reading the next flash card  

 

Students doing both the call and the response 

Divide the students into two groups: one for the calls and one for the responses.  

Have the “call group” use a consistent rhythm pattern (e.g. four quarter notes) 

and the response group read a series of flash card rhythms they are shown 

until the students become familiar with the process.  

Switch groups. 

Another option is to have both groups read their rhythms from a flash card and 

alternate between the two groups.  
 

    

 
SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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It’s raining cats and dogs. 
It’s raining cats and dogs. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all, 
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
Meow, meow, meow, meow, meow, meow.  
Woof, woof, woof, woof, woof, woof. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all,  
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
I love the fur and claws. 
I love the tails and paws. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all, 
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
 

Words and music by Donna Rhodenizer 
ISMN 979-0-53009-345-0 
Copyright © 2019 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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It’s raining cats and dogs. 
It’s raining cats and dogs. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all, 
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
Meow, meow, meow, meow, meow, meow.  
Woof, woof, woof, woof, woof, woof. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all,  
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
I love the fur and claws. 
I love the tails and paws. 
I’ll go outside with a great big box 
And try to pick up lots and lots. 
I hope that I can keep them all, 
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall. 

 
 

Words and music by Donna Rhodenizer 
ISMN 979-0-53009-345-0 
Copyright © 2019 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE
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http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Song Action Suggestions  

It’s raining cats and dogs   Move hands from high to low using wiggly 
       fingers as raindrops 
I’ll go outside with a great big box Hold arms out in front of the body as if 
       holding a large box 
And try to pick up lots and lots  Use arms to make a motion as if scooping 
       up cats and dogs 
I hope that I can     Cross arms across body with hands on 
       shoulders (like a self hug)  
Keep them all    Hold both hands out, palms up 
Those rainy cats and dogs that fall Wiggle fingers like raindrops (like first line) 
 
Verse 2 
Meow…     Use right hand in a “puppet” motion to 
       represent each meow  
Woof…     Use left hand in a “puppet” motion to 
       represent each woof 
I’ll go outside…(as above) 
 
Verse 3 
I love the fur    Gently stroke your arm as if you are  
       stroking a cat 
And claws     Hands at chest level, palms facing forward 
       with fingers bent like claws 
I love the tails    Hand wagging like a tail behind the body 
       and wiggle the body 
And paws     Hands up, palms facing the floor with loose 
       fingers like gentle paws 
I’ll go outside…(as above) 

[These actions are only suggestions. Let your imagination go and create your own fun actions!] SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
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Meow 

 

Woof Meow 
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http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
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Have the students create “Raining Cats and Dogs art” while listening to the song. 

 

Create a rain circle  (see “Rain Theme” video on Elementary Music with Donna) 

 

Use It's Raining Cats and Dogs as a spring-board into non-music, weather-related 

activities: 

  - discuss the rain cycle 

-  track and graph the daily weather in your area 

   

Read weather and rain-related books  

Three of Donna’s Favourite weather-related books: 

 Moondance  - by Frank Asch, published by Aladdin 

 Big Sarah's Little Boots  - by Paulette Bourgeois published by Kids Can Press  

 It's Raining, It's Pouring  - by Kin Eagle published by Whispering Coyote Press 

Read along with Donna  - It's Raining, It's Pouring  

 

Sing other Donna Rhodenizer songs starring Cats and Dogs 

 Computer Cat (Computer Cat CD) 

 Cool Bob (Dinosaurs, Dragons and Me CD) 

 I Got a Sister (but I wanted a dog) (Blue Skies and Pirates CD) 

 

Sing other Donna Rhodenizer songs about the weather 

 Splashing in the Puddles (Computer Cat CD) 

 Get up in the Mornin' (Blue Skies and Pirates CD) 
 

 

 

 

 

Purchasing items using the Amazon links on this page generates 
a small affiliate commission for Donna & Andy. 

SAMPLE

http://www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
http://www.donnaandandy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ElementaryMusicWithDonna/posts/336972293621930
https://geni.us/Moondance-Frank-Asch
https://geni.us/big-sarah-little-boots
https://geni.us/ItsRaining-ItsPouring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=619pyZoz_Vc
https://donnaandandy.com/print-music/
https://donnaandandy.com/print-music/
https://donnaandandy.com/print-music/
https://donnaandandy.com/print-music/
https://donnaandandy.com/print-music/



