Five Halloween Songs!

Pum pki n, Pum pkl N https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBtIn0ZYolk&t=

The Goblin in the Dark https://youtu.be/X3AALEXy-tE

Five Little Pumpkins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRfyyYQ

Jack-o’-lantern https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jNMtVCh6TQ

Ghost of John https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpQjXogFGO

age by LillyCantabile from Pixabay
- Watch the video (by the way, pumpkins are much easie rkeys!)
Hear Donna sing the song

Hear Donna’s explanation of the game or
- Use the MP3 to learn the song

- Use the PDF document providing the musig
developed in her music classroom

ty instructions Donna has

PLUS
- Non-contact adaptations for each s ersions of the games)

Halloween Tiger

songs and activities for her students, Donna has collected some
s in her elementary music classroom. Selected songs must pass

e adapted to incorporate the best possible combination of lyrics,
ructions. Students enjoy her Halloween songs and don’t even
out expressive singing, creativity, movement and music concepts.

www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com
(Music and teaching strategies for general classroom music)

www.donnaandandy.com
(Donna’s original songs and classroom activities)
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Pumpkin, Pumpkin

Traditional
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turn in - to a Jack - o' - lan - tern

Children clasp their two hands together to create with their a
Hold arms out in front of body to be a "pumpkig
When the teacher says, "Kids" children drop arms™% ids again.

pkins" and "kids".

Make it a game to see how quickly they ca o "pumpkins" and back to "kids" again.

Grade 1
from the

ble to extract the melodic pitches of do-mi, do-mi-so
may also be able to identify mi-re-do from the final bar.

MP3
Use this simple son Intro: melody line

Listening for and following instructions "1-2- ready sing" .
Expressive faces 4-bar break / "1-2 ready sing

- e . . . . between verses
Melodic identification: do-mi; do-mi-so; mi-re-do 3 verses

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
www.donnaandandy.com / www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com



https://elementarymusicwithdonna.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MeAndAmelieDesign
https://donnaandandy.com/5-halloween-songs/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MeAndAmelieDesign
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MeAndAmelieDesign

Traditional melody
ords by Donna Rhodenizer
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Go - ing to a par - ty but the bus breaks down. We
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all went home, we all went home.
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Could - n't fix the bus and so we all t . (Everygne goes

bac eir spot)

| usually play this game at Halloween when the children are thinking about costu

You may also use the song/game as part of a costume theme at any time of the year u nate lyrics.
If using a Halloween theme, discuss what each student is wearing for their Halloween cost
If they want to keep their costume a "secret" for the big da may say "pass" or tell the class a

costume they would LIKE to wear, even if it is not the actual ¢
| often prompt by saying, "What costume would you choose i
If you are not mentioning Halloween at all, the song lyrig
announced for all the students in the class. A busi
the costume party.

party that has been
people to take them to

The Game:

Students may sit in a circle or in rows.

A student (the goblin) walks around the o ircle p and down the rows) as everyone sings
the first verse.

At the end of the verse the goblin stops behin
they are going to be.

Add that character to the next ve

Both characters continue walki

whispery voice.
The ghost may stay as

If the ", you may say "The ghost will say boo in 5, 4, 3, 2, 1". The student will
to say their "Boo!"
Youm s down" verse instead of the ghost verse if you are trying to steer away from

MP3

Intro - 4 bars

Verse 1

8 bars to choose the next person (4 bars of

percussion + 4 bar re-intro)

Percussion before ghost verse (Verse 6) is a
descending chromatic scale

No extra bars before 'Ghost says,"Boo"' verse
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Five Little Pumpkins

Traditignal poem

es Winter
Rhodenizer
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the five lit - tle pump-kins rolled out of sight.

Image by Kieran Merkman from Pixabay
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Five Little Pumpkins (Grades K-3)
Alternate non-Halloween lyrics are provided in the music.\

Poem/Finger play

Wiggle a different finger for each of the pumpkins when they are “spea
Move hands in outward circles to represent the wind.
On the word “out” clap hands (once).

Hold up five fingers on the words “five little pumpkins”

As you sing “rolled out of sight” create a rolling motion wi
then hide them behind the back for “out of sig

other, and

Singing the song
The teacher sings the song line by line and
Grade 1-2 students should be able to sing a
When the students know the song wel

pumpkins, one student to be the w
The five pumpkins sit or stand in a row .

The wind moves ara to blow out the light. All other students remain
seated but may

MP3
4-bar intro

2-bar outro

Make each pumpkin with a different facial expression.
Have the students use their popsicle stick pumpkins to dramatize the song as the

teacher sings it or plays a recorded version of the song.
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Grades 2-4

Jack-o'-Lantern
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Duration: approx. 0:50 ISMN 979-0-53009-495-2
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Pumpkin images (both pages) by Annalise Batista
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Jack-o’-Lantern — Teaching strategies

Introducing the song
Talk about the activity of carving a Jack-o’-lantern.

Ask the students what they would like to use for a Jack-o’-lantern desig

- What are different facial expressions that you might decide to
happy, sad, scary, silly, etc.

- Will your Jack-o’-lantern have teeth?

Will you keep the seeds and bake them for a yummy treat? ge by Annalise Batista
- Who likes to eat baked pumpkin seeds?

- Who does not like them?

How will students scoop out the gooey pum
- with a spoon?
- with their hands?
- get someone else to do that part?

Are there any carving tips that s
- Cutaholeinthetop for a “chim
- Use the pieces that are left over fr
pieces onto your pumpkin to create

e toothpicks to fasten the extra
ck-o’-lantern.

Minor tonality

What are some words that describ ood of “Jack-o-’Lantern”?

“Jack-o’-Lantern” i jitten in @ minor

Discuss the differ

a lovely, melodic tune.

und of%songs written using major and minor scales.

Sustained phrases

are'four phrases in the song, creating natural places to take a breath.
the song
each phrase? (four)

smooth the four-bar phrases.

- Be sure to use proper posture which will support the breath energy.
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... Ghest of John

Traditional
Ostinato & Soundscape Activity

arr. Donna Rhodenizer
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(Alt. "ghost" Iyrics) Long white robes a y all  go
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Non-singing options:
create a recording with a vocalist
play the melody on the piano and have the students

Melodic and rhythmic ostinato options are added cum

til all are playing together (Tutti)
Explain the term ostinato: a short, repeated

Melodic ostinato (singers) (Can also be

bars or bass xylophone)
(Non-singing options: chant or whisper)

keep repeating
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Ghost of of John.

onant sounds, or play rhythm on a woodblock)

keep repeating
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Rhythmic ostinato 3: cabasa

keep repeating _9 keep repeating
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Concepts:

Melodic ostinato Ensemble playing Expressive performance practices
Rhythmic ostinato Creating a soundscape Singing
Tutti Instrumental accompaniment Minor modality
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Ghost of John - Soundscape Activity for Grades 4-6
This song activity is designed to be explored over a period of two or three class sessions.

Read the lyrics of the song.

You may want to discuss whether or not you think John is a ghost or a
Sing the song for the students.

Break the song down into two-bar phrases.

Sing one phrase at a time and have the students echo.
Sing the entire song again.

Tell the students you are going to create an accompaniment by adding some in

As each instrument is introduced, add it to the s nd sing the song in its entirety.

Add the instruments cumulatively as you sing mul rses” of the and build

the texture of the soundscape/accomgg

instruments occurs.

Finger cymbals
Ask the students to listen a the song rhyme with the word John.

(4 —if you include e or imperfect rhyme)

Present the melodic ostinato by singing or using a xylophone. The ostinato may also be chanted
if singing is a restricted activity.
Repeat the song with finger cymbals, vibraslap and melodic ostinato added.

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
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Rhythmic ostinato #1: Whispering ostinato/woodblock

Choose a small group of students to whisper the ostinato, “Wouldn’t it be chilly.”
This rhythm can also be played on a woodblock, either instead of the whispering or added to it.
Use one of the two ostinato groups to create an introduction for the son

Decide how many times the ostinato pattern will repeat to cre

Rhythmic ostinato #2: Triangle

Add a single triangle strike on beat four of every bar.
This fits at the end of the whispering group ostinato “wouldn’t it be chilly”™
combination of these two elements before adding the singing.

Rhythmic ostinato #3: Cabasa

JJ

Create a rhythmic ostinato using rest, rest, titi, rest
Play the titi/eighth notes using a cabasa, sand b

Other sound effects

Rain stick/ tambourine

Add the rain stick/tambourine at the
If using the rain stick let it run its cou

Use your imagination!

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
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MP3 information: Rhodenizer
4-bar intro

Verse 1: unison melody (all voices)
4-bars introducing "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato which then conti
up to and including bar 56 (omitting bars 49-52 if featuring an instrument
Verse 2: 2 parts (melody plus "Ghost of John" melodjg ostinato)
4-bars of the "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato
Verse 3: 3-part canon, plus "Ghost of John" melodic osti
Note: If not singing the 3-part canon, bars 37 ) ohn” melodic

Verse 5: unison melody (all voices)
8-bar ending

out the accuracy of the traditional words. Can a skeleton be a ghost?
? If you are approaching this literally, changing the word “bones” to

“robes” can elimina e of the discrepancy without altering the rhyme scheme!

Enjoy the musi ocess of this activity, allowing students to experiment with the elements they
want to add to the song. The end goal is not the product, but rather, the process. Providing a

sense of ownership over the creative process is a powerful lesson to offer students.

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
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Ghost 01( John

Grades 4-6
Ostinato & Soundscape Activity

Traditional
Adapted and Arranged by
onna Rhodenizer
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Have you seen the _  ghest of ite bones and the rest all gone._____

bes and the rest all gone.
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Would-n't it be chill-y with no skin on?
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Duration: approx. 4:00|
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Long white bones and the rest all gone._  Ooh
Long white robes and the rest all gone.__
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Have you seen the_ ghost of John? Long white bones and the rest all gone.__
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Suggested grade levels for each song :
Kindergarten-2
Pumpkin, Pumpkin
The Goblin in the Dark
Grade K-3
Five Little Pumpkins
Grade 2-4
Jack-o0’-Lantern
Grade 4-6
Ghost of John

might wear wh
o’-lantern.

create more enge for older students as they sing the song.

e!) using instruments or body percussion to

®

Art credits:
Annalise Batista

Prawny from Pix goblins, page 3)
Kieran Merkman from Pixabay (fence, page 5)

LillyCantabile from Pixabay (scarecrow, cover page; pumpkins page 5 & 6)

Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay (reflective Skeleton, page 19)
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