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Pumpkin, Pumpkin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBt9n0ZYo1k&t=2s  

The Goblin in the Dark https://youtu.be/X3AALEXy-tE  

Five Little Pumpkins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRfyyYDix60&t=2s  

Jack-o’-lantern https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jNMtVCh6TQ 

Ghost of John https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpQjXogFG0 

 
- Watch the video (by the way, pumpkins are much easier to work with than live turkeys!) 
 Hear Donna sing the song 
 Hear Donna’s explanation of the game or activity that goes with the song 

- Use the MP3 to learn the song 

- Use the PDF document providing the music and game/activity instructions Donna has 
 developed in her music classroom 

PLUS  

- Non-contact adaptations for each song (plus the original versions of the games)  
- Suggestions for alternate non-Halloween lyrics  
                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to writing her own songs and activities for her students, Donna has collected some 
favourite songs during 35+ years in her elementary music classroom. Selected songs must pass 
a rigorous set of standards to make their way into her permanent “binder of favourites” for use 
with her students. Songs are adapted to incorporate the best possible combination of lyrics, 
melodic lines and game instructions. Students enjoy her Halloween songs and don’t even 
realize they are learning about expressive singing, creativity, movement and music concepts.  

www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com   
(Music and teaching strategies for general classroom music) 

www.donnaandandy.com   
(Donna’s original songs and classroom activities) 
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Images by Annalise Batista

     Pumpkin, Pumpkin
Traditional



Children clasp their two hands together to create a circular shape with their arms. 
Hold arms out in front of body to be a "pumpkin". 
When the teacher says, "Kids" children drop arms to become kids again.
Practice changing arm positions back and forth between "pumpkins" and "kids".
Make it a game to see how quickly they can change from "kids" to "pumpkins" and back to "kids" again.

Sing the song while holding arms in "pumpkin" position (out in front of the body at waist level).
On the final rest of the song, the teacher claps and all the pumpkins change into Jack‐o'‐lanterns.
Children clasp their hands above their heads, framing their faces with their circled arms.
Children can contort their faces to create a Jack‐o'‐lantern face. 
The arms and hands (clasped above their heads) create the circle of the Jack‐o'‐lantern head and 
      the hands should not be used to pull on mouth, eyes, ears or nose.
Go around the room commenting on the different kinds of expressive faces you see. 
Use vocabulary to describe the expressions you see: grumpy, sad, scary, funny, happy, etc. 
You may want to choose one or two helpers to also look ‐ the children love to see what their 
     peers have created for a funny/sad/grumpy/scary Jack‐o'‐lantern face. 

Teacher may use the signal "Kids" or "Pumpkins" to stop the Jack‐o'‐lantern faces. 

Kindergatern/Primary students love the fun of this song/activity. 
Grade 1 and 2 students may be able to extract the melodic pitches of do‐mi, do‐mi‐so 
from the opening two bars; they may also be able to identify mi‐re‐do from the final bar. 

Use this simple song to teach:
     Listening for and following instructions
     Expressive faces
     Melodic identification: do‐mi; do‐mi‐so; mi‐re‐do

MP3
Intro: melody line
"1‐2‐ ready sing"
4‐bar break / "1‐2 ready sing"
     between verses
3 verses

       

           
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The ghost says boo, the ghost says boo,

go ing‐ to a par ty‐ 'til the ghost says boo.

The bus breaks down, the bus breaks down.

Go ing‐ to a par ty‐ but the bus breaks down. We


Image by Prawny from Pixabay

Traditional melody
Words by Donna Rhodenizer

        The Goblin in the Dark



 
Choose the person
to go with the goblin




option: 


Final verse (option 1)

(add verses until someone
chooses to be a ghost)


(When the ghost 
says "Boo!" everyone 
runs back to their spot)


Final verse (option 2)


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                
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                
               
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all went home, we all went home.

Could n't‐ fix the bus and so we all went home.








I usually play this game at Halloween when the children are thinking about costumes. 
You may also use the song/game as part of a costume theme at any time of the year using the alternate lyrics.
If using a Halloween theme, discuss what each student is wearing for their Halloween costume. 
     If they want to keep their costume a "secret" for the big day, they may say "pass" or tell the class a 
     costume they would LIKE to wear, even if it is not the actual costume they intend to wear.  
     I often prompt by saying, "What costume would you choose if you could be ANYTHING you wanted."
If you are not mentioning Halloween at all, the song lyrics can centre around a costume party that has been 
     announced for all the students in the class. A bus is going to come to pick up all the people to take them to 
     the costume party. 

The Game:
Students may sit in a circle or in rows. 
A student (the goblin) walks around the outside of the circle (or up and down the rows) as everyone sings 
     the first verse. 
At the end of the verse the goblin stops behind/beside a student. That student tells what character/costume 
     they are going to be. 
Add that character to the next verse (The goblin takes a cat.....)
Both characters continue walking as the next verse is sung. 
Keep adding characters (making the line longer each time) until someone chooses to be a ghost. 
At the end of the ghost verse, everyone continues to walk until the ghost says "Boo!" at which time 
     they scatter and return to their original spots.
The children who are walking must listen carefully. You never know if the ghost voice will be loud or a soft, 
     whispery voice. 
The ghost may stay as the new goblin, or you may choose a different student to be the new goblin. 

Some management strategies:
If the line is getting too long and no one chooses to be a ghost, you may opt to have the bus "break down". 
At the end of the verse, the students all return to their spots except for the last person on the bus who 
     becomes the new goblin. 
If the ghost takes too long to say "boo", you may say "The ghost will say boo in 5, 4, 3, 2, 1". The student will 
     know they have a limited time to say their "Boo!"
You may also use the "bus breaks down" verse instead of the ghost verse if you are trying to steer away from 
     Halloween‐type characters. 

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
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MP3
Intro ‐ 4 bars
Verse 1
8 bars to choose the next person  (4 bars of 
     percussion + 4 bar re‐intro)
Percussion before ghost verse  (Verse 6) is a
   descending chromatic scale
No extra bars before 'Ghost says,"Boo"' verse

(Everyone goes
back to their spot)

               
               
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Image by LillyCantabile from Pixabay

   Five Little Pumpkins

Traditional poem
Adapted words by Donna Rhodenizer

Music by Charles Winter
Arr. by Donna Rhodenizer




(alt. non-Halloween lyrics)



 



Image by Kieran Merkman from Pixabay
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Five Little Pumpkins (Grades K-3) 

Alternate non-Halloween lyrics are provided in the music. 

Poem/Finger play 

With younger students (K-1) chant the lyrics of the poem and create a finger play. 

Hold one arm horizontally in front of the body to create the “gate” (it is basically a fence). 

Hold the five fingers of the other hand as if the hand is sitting on the gate (the horizontal arm). 

Wiggle a different finger for each of the pumpkins when they are “speaking.” 

Move hands in outward circles to represent the wind. 

On the word “out” clap hands (once).  

Hold up five fingers on the words “five little pumpkins”. 

As you sing “rolled out of sight” create a rolling motion with flat hands circling each other, and    
then hide them behind the back for “out of sight.” 

Singing the song 

The teacher sings the song line by line and the students echo to learn the melody of the song. 

Grade 1-2 students should be able to sing and add the finger play at the same time. 

When the students know the song well, dramatize the song. 

If students are not required to stay in stationary spots, choose five students to be the 
 pumpkins, one student to be the wind and one student to be the light. 
The five pumpkins sit or stand in a row .  
 Number them one to five so they know which part they need to be prepared to sing. 
Each pumpkin sings their solo line and does the corresponding actions. 

“Oh, my, it’s getting late” – point to your arm where a wrist watch might be 
“There are witches in the air” – point up to the sky and shield yourself from flying witches 
“But we don’t care” – cross your arms and look tough and unafraid 
“Let’s run and run and run” – move arms as if running  
“I’m ready for some fun” – two thumbs up 

The wind moves around, waving their arms to blow out the light. All other students remain 
 seated but may wave their arms to be more wind. 
The light is standing at the end of the pumpkin row and on the word “out” they clap their hands 
 and move to a squatting or sitting position.  
The five pumpkins roll back to their spots.  

Adaptations for classes with restricted classroom movement 

- Have each child do all the actions while remaining seated.

- Combine this song with an art activity.

Have each student create five pumpkins and fasten each pumpkin to a popsicle stick. 

Make each pumpkin with a different facial expression. 

Have the students use their popsicle stick pumpkins to dramatize the song as the  

teacher sings it or plays a recorded version of the song. 

MP3 

4-bar intro

2-bar outro

Image by LillyCantabile from Pixabay 
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Grades 2‐4

Words by Donna Rhodenizer
Music by Donna Rhodenizer, Andy Duinker

   Jack-o'-Lantern













Duration: approx. 0:50
Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing 
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   
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As written
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Pumpkin images (both pages) by Annalise Batista
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Jack-o’-Lantern – Teaching strategies 

Introducing the song 

Talk about the activity of carving a Jack-o’-lantern. 

Ask the students what they would like to use for a Jack-o’-lantern design. 

- What are different facial expressions that you might decide to carve?

happy, sad, scary, silly, etc. 

- Will your Jack-o’-lantern have teeth?

Will you keep the seeds and bake them for a yummy treat?

- Who likes to eat baked pumpkin seeds?

- Who does not like them?

How will students scoop out the gooey pumpkin pulp…

- with a spoon?

- with their hands?

- get someone else to do that part?

Are there any carving tips that students can share?

- Cut a hole in the top for a “chimney”

- Use the pieces that are left over from cutting the eyes. Use toothpicks to fasten the extra

pieces onto your pumpkin to create ears for your Jack-o’-lantern.

Minor tonality 

What are some words that describe the mood of “Jack-o-’Lantern”? 

“Jack-o’-Lantern” is written in a minor key with a lovely, melodic tune.  

Discuss the difference between the sound of songs written using major and minor scales. 

Sustained phrases 

Sustained singing may be a challenge for younger singers, but the short length of the song (under 

one minute) ensures that students are not overtaxed as they develop the skill of singing with 

good breath energy. There are four phrases in the song, creating natural places to take a breath. 

- Discuss the phrases in the song

- How many bars are in each phrase? (four)

- As they sing, have students use a sweeping “rainbow” arm movement to show the

smooth flow of the four-bar phrases.

- Be sure to use proper posture which will support the breath energy.
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Have you seen the ghost of John? Long

Long white

white bones

robes

and

and the

the rest

rest

all

all

gone.

gone.

Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ Would n't‐ it be chill y‐


Grades 4‐6
Ostinato & Soundscape Activity

Traditional
arr. Donna Rhodenizer

Ghost of John



Non‐singing options: 
     create a recording with a vocalist
     play the melody on the piano and have the students use inner hearing

(Alt. "ghost" lyrics)



Melodic and rhythmic ostinato options are added cumulatively until all are playing together (Tutti)
Explain the term ostinato: a short, repeated melodic or rhythmic pattern

(Non-singing options: chant or whisper)
Melodic ostinato (singers) (Can also be played using bass tone bars or bass xylophone)

keep repeating


Rhythmic ostinato 1 (whisper with lots of consonant sounds, or play rhythm on a woodblock)

keep repeating


Rhythmic ostinato 2:  triangle

Concepts:
     Melodic ostinato 
     Rhythmic ostinato
     Tutti

Ensemble playing
Creating a soundscape
Instrumental accompaniment

keep repeating

Rhythmic ostinato 3: cabasa



Expressive performance  practices
Singing
Minor modality

keep repeating

                  

                  

       

             

                 

Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing
www.donnaandandy.com  /  www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com  
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Ghost of John - Soundscape Activity for Grades 4-6 

This song activity is designed to be explored over a period of two or three class sessions. 

Read the lyrics of the song. 

You may want to discuss whether or not you think John is a ghost or a skeleton! 

Sing the song for the students.  

Break the song down into two-bar phrases. 

Sing one phrase at a time and have the students echo. 

Sing the entire song again. 

Tell the students you are going to create an accompaniment by adding some instruments. 

As each instrument is introduced, add it to the song and sing the song in its entirety. 

Add the instruments cumulatively as you sing multiple “verses” of the song and build 

the texture of the soundscape/accompaniment. 

You may discuss the term “Tutti” which means all instruments are playing. 

After a student has had a turn playing an instrument have them pass the instrument to 

someone else for a turn until all students have had a chance to play. 

If adhering to non-sharing protocols, each child will need their own part to play – either 

clapping, tapping, using instruments from their music kit, etc. so no sharing of 

instruments occurs. 

Finger cymbals 

Ask the students to listen and tell you how many words in the song rhyme with the word John. 

(4 – if you include “long” which is a half-rhyme or imperfect rhyme) 

Hand out finger cymbals to several students. 

Have the students play the finger cymbal on John, long, gone and on. 

You will play 4 times. Listen carefully! The word “long” is on beat one of the phrase and 

not on the final beat of the phrase like the other three words are. 

Choose other students to take a turn playing the finger cymbals. 

Vibraslap 

Sing the song clapping on the first beat of every 2-bar phrase. 

Have the students listen and tell you how many times you clapped (four). 

Add the vibraslap which will be played on the first beat of every phrase. 

Sing/chant the song with finger cymbals and vibraslap added.  

Melodic ostinato: Xylophone/singing/chanting  

Present the melodic ostinato by singing or using a xylophone. The ostinato may also be chanted 

if singing is a restricted activity. 

Repeat the song with finger cymbals, vibraslap and melodic ostinato added. 
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Rhythmic ostinato #1: Whispering ostinato/woodblock 

Choose a small group of students to whisper the ostinato, “Wouldn’t it be chilly.” 

This rhythm can also be played on a woodblock, either instead of the whispering or added to it. 

Use one of the two ostinato groups to create an introduction for the song. 

 Decide how many times the ostinato pattern will repeat to create the introduction. 

 

Rhythmic ostinato #2: Triangle 

Add a single triangle strike on beat four of every bar.  

This fits at the end of the whispering group ostinato “wouldn’t it be chilly”. Practice the 

combination of these two elements before adding the singing. 

 

Rhythmic ostinato #3: Cabasa 

Create a rhythmic ostinato using rest, rest, titi, rest ( z   z iq z ). 

Play the titi/eighth notes using a cabasa, sand block or pool noodle scraper. 

 

Other sound effects 

Rain stick/ tambourine 

Add the rain stick/tambourine at the beginning of the “Ooh” phrase. 

If using the rain stick let it run its course.  

If using the tambourine gently shake it in an arc for the duration of the phrase. 

 

Create an “intro” and an “outro” for your performance.  

 Use the ostinatos you have learned.  

Fade out at the end by stopping each ostinato out one by one.  

 Which ostinato works the best for the final sound we hear? (personally, I like the   

      whispering one, but let the students experiment to choose their favourite)  

For an extra bit of “atmosphere” turn out the lights when you sing.  

Make a video to share with other classes. 

 

Other items that can be used to create a rhythmic ostinato or other sound effects: 

Paper bags – crunching, rubbing together, blowing up and popping! 

Keys 

Pencils 

A hard pencil case with pencils inside 

Body percussion - stamping, clapping, patsching, patting chest, snapping fingers 

Water bottle – shaking, scraping with a pencil 

Use your imagination! 
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Ghost of John 
Traditional  

 MP3 information: Arranged by Donna Rhodenizer 

4-bar intro

Verse 1: unison melody (all voices)

4-bars introducing "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato which then continues with each verse

up to and including bar 56 (omitting bars 49-52 if featuring an instrumental break*)

Verse 2: 2 parts (melody plus "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato)

4-bars of the "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato

Verse 3: 3-part canon, plus "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato

Note: If not singing the 3-part canon, bars 37-40 can feature the “Ghost of John” melodic

 ostinato and/or an instrumental ostinato as a 4-bar interlude 

Verse 4: 3-part canon, plus "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato  

Note: *If not singing in 3-part canon, bars 49-52 can feature an instrumental ostinato as a 

4-bar interlude (creating a break from the “Ghost of John” melodic ostinato)

4-bar break featuring "Ghost of John" melodic ostinato

Verse 5: unison melody (all voices)

8-bar ending

(The written PDF score provided follows the form outlined above.) 

As a soundscape activity, “Ghost of John” is very versatile and can be put together with multiple 

variations.  One of the most difficult things I do as a composer is to confine myself to one option 

and put it in print! The MP3 track was created with one version in mind (as outlined above) but 

there are many ways to add your own creative ideas to the track. There can be instrumental 

breaks and solos, spoken ostinati, a combination of all elements, or a variety of ostinato options 

featured in each verse. The MP3 backing track supports lots of possibilities as you mix and match 

what works best for you.  

When I do this activity without a pre-recorded track, I often have the students add each ostinato 

cumulatively until we have a layer of rhythms and then we add the melody.   

We have had discussions about the accuracy of the traditional words. Can a skeleton be a ghost? 

Can a ghost be a skeleton? If you are approaching this literally, changing the word “bones” to 

“robes” can eliminate some of the discrepancy without altering the rhyme scheme!  

Enjoy the musical process of this activity, allowing students to experiment with the elements they 

want to add to the song. The end goal is not the product, but rather, the process. Providing a 

sense of ownership over the creative process is a powerful lesson to offer students.  
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you seen the ghost of John?
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Long white
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bones

robes
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rest

all

all

gone.

gone.
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Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

9




  

Grades 4-6
Ostinato & Soundscape Activity



Ghost of John
Traditional

Adapted and Arranged by
Donna Rhodenizer




(Alt. "ghost" lyrics)

    




    


Duration: approx. 4:00
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Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

Have

mf

you seen the ghost of John?
Long

Long white
white robes

bones
and

and
the

the
rest

rest
all

all gone.
gone.

17

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

mf

Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

21

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

    


Ostinato group begin and continue up to and including bar 56

   



Verse 2













Five Halloween Songs Copyright © 2021 Donna Rhodenizer / Red Castle Publishing                
www.donnaandandy.com  / www.elementarymusicwithdonna.com

           
 


           
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           

    
   


         

                  

           
  

   


         
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Ghost

mf

of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

Have

mf

you seen the ghost of John?
Long

Long
white

white
robes

bones
and

and
the

the
rest

rest all
all

gone.
gone.

29

mf

Have you seen the ghost of John?

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

mf

    







Verse 3

  

    





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Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?
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Long

Long white
white robes

bones
and

and
the

the rest
rest

all
all gone.

gone. Ooh

Have

mf

you seen the ghost of John? Long
Long

white
white

bones
robes

and
and the

the
rest

rest all
all

gone.
gone.

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

37

Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.












    
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


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
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Have you seen the ghost of John?

Ghost
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of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.
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Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

45

Long

Long white
white robes

bones
and
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the

the
rest

rest
all

all gone.
gone.
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Have

f

you seen the ghost of John? Long
Long
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robes

and
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rest
all

all gone.
gone.

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.
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Verse 4
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







49

Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

Ghost

mp

of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John.

53

mp

Have

mf

you seen the ghost of John?
Long

Long
white

white bones
robes

and
and

the
the rest

rest
all

all gone.
gone.

57

mf

    

  














Last verse - unison



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         

                  

           
           
         

           
           
           

                  

             
           
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







Ooh Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on?

61

Would n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin on? Would

mp

n't‐ it be chill y‐ with no skin

65

on?

divisi69

Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost of John. Ghost

Whisper

of John.

pp







Ending




   



 

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                  

             
           

                  

            
        



           
        
           
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Suggested grade levels for each song : 
Kindergarten-2 

Pumpkin, Pumpkin 

The Goblin in the Dark 

Grade K-3 

Five Little Pumpkins 

Grade 2-4 

Jack-o’-Lantern

Grade 4-6 

Ghost of John 

Art credits: 

Annalise Batista  (pages 2, 7, 8, 9, 21) 

Prawny from Pixabay  (3 goblins, page 3) 

Kieran Merkman from Pixabay (fence, page 5) 

LillyCantabile from Pixabay (scarecrow, cover page; pumpkins page 5 & 6)

Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay (reflective Skeleton, page 19) 

In addition to being fun, singing these Halloween songs have many musical 

benefits: 

• Young singers are motivated to experiment with ghostly "oohs" which helps them

find their head voice.

• It is wonderful for young listeners to experience songs with minor tonalities - a

perfect setting for Halloween songs.

• Children make a personal connection with the songs as they imagine what they

might wear when dressing up, or as they sing about carving their very own Jack-

o’-lantern.

• Halloween songs are great for expressive singing and storytelling.

• In addition to adding to expressive storytelling, movement and actions help very

young students remember the order of the words.

• Add an ostinato (or more than one!) using instruments or body percussion to

create more of a challenge for older students as they sing the song.
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